What are those creatures in my water?!!

Goal:  

Understand that many living organisms inhabit fresh water—water that is 

cleaned and used for drinking (potable water).  Some are harmful and 

others are not.

Objective:  
Students will view photos of organisms that are in fresh water and salt 

water.  They will determine through research which ones are harmful and 

which ones are not.

State Content Standards:  5th Grade

	Scientific Method
	Observation
Recall
Classification
Identification
Analysis
Synthesis
Inference
Drawing
	Scientific process:  asking meaningful questions and conducting careful investigations.
a.  Classify microbes in accordance with appropriate criteria
g.  Record data by using appropriate graphic representations
h.  Draw conclusions from scientific evidence


Materials:
Photos and background materials about organisms in water [attached].  Set the 

print area so as to not show the columns that give answers to harmful/not 

harmful.



Red and green sticky tags

Activities:
Introduction:  Some organisms that are found in both fresh and salt water 

are harmful to humans.  However, many are not.  Here are some examples 

of organisms that live in water.  

1.  View the photos of organisms in water

2. Read the materials about each organism

3. Place a red sticky tag in the margin next to those that are harmful 

4. Place a green sticky tag in the margin next to those that are not

5.  Discussion:

a. Why would we want to remove these living organisms from our drinking (potable) water supply?  Discuss.
b. What kinds of illnesses can the harmful ones cause?  List them.
c. There are other reasons besides illness that might make us want to remove these creatures and other items from our water supply.  Name some:

i. Taste

ii. Odor

iii. Turbidity (murkiness)

Conclusion:
Many things live in water.  Some of them are harmful to humans.  We clean 

water to make sure no harmful organisms are in it when we turn on the tap.

Discuss the risks of drinking UNTREATED water.

