Definitions

1. alkalinity – The capacity to neutralize acid with mineral salts.

2. hard water – Water having high levels of calcium and magnesium, more than 100 milligram per liter as calcium carbonate.

3. ornamentation – Decoration, something serving to adorn or embellish.

4. parasite – A plant or animal that lives on or in an organism of another species from which it gets food or protection without benefiting the host and is usually harmful to it.
5. crustaceans – A class of animal with a hard shell, jointed legs and usually lives in water and breathes through gills like lobsters, shrimp and crabs.
6. protozoa – A group of animals, mostly microscopic one celled, living mostly in water.  There are many parasitic forms.

7. trophozoite – A parasitic protozoan in a stage of development during which it is actively feeding and growing.
8. ciliate – A group of protozoan whose bodies are covered with short hair-like growths capable of producing rhythmic beating that can make the cell move.
9. macronucleus – The larger of two types of nuclei present in the cells of ciliated protozoans.
