Water-Saver-Secrets Box

3rd – 12th Grade

Goal:

Allow students to think about ways to save water while producing a small 

work of art to hold their thoughts.

Objective:  
Students will produce a small folded paper box in which they will place 

small slips of paper on which water-saving tips are written.

Materials:
8.5” x 8.5” and 8.25” x 8.25” pieces of paper



Materials for students to use to draw/color/decorate the 8.5” squares



Small slips of brightly colored paper that will fit into a small box



Pens/pencils for writing water-saving tips

Skills:

Fine motor coordination



Following detailed directions



Writing



Critical thinking



Problem solving

Activities:


1.  Students will:

a. decorate one side of 8.5” square piece of paper with a water themed drawing (note that the very center of the piece of paper will be what shows AND it will be at a 45º angle from the top of the page)
b. fold that square to form the “top” of a water-saver-secrets box [Directions attached.]
c. fold an 8.25” square plain paper in the same manner to form the bottom of the box

2. Students will take 5 or 6 small slips of brightly colored paper and write a water-saving tip on each and place it in their water-saver-secrets box

a. Tips for saving water indoors

b. Tips for saving water outdoors

Conclusion:
Discuss with students:

a. sources of San Diego’s water  - Colorado River, Northern California, local sources (wells, desalt of brackish water in South County, local runoff in East County – Lake Cuyamaca, etc.)
b. why water conservation is important – only one out of ten people would have enough water if we did not import it – every drop saved (even in a wet year) is a drop left in a reservoir for the future









